
 

 

PATRICE AROCA 

Photographer 

 

Patrice Aroca (born in 1983) is a photographer of hispanic and vietnamese descent who grew up in 

Paris. After beginning his studies in film at the Charles Cros Institute of Marne-la-Vallée, at the age of 27 he 

decided to devote himself to freelance photography via travel reports, investigations and news stories. 

 

He chose Southeast Asia as the subject for his research on the human condition; a key starting point for the 

photographer who sees all kinds of diversity converge beneath his eyes. From the raw green density of Vietnam 

during his first journey in search of his own origins, the bright colors and the sacredness of everyday life in India, 

to the watery and seductive light of Burma, a country very dear to the photographer, he will carry out a series of 

reports revealing the highest expression of Buddhism in the world. 

 

Aroca plunges without filters, alternating between film and digital, into everyday scenes from his many travels 

and into the cruel reality of Burmese refugees in Thailand. He became the voice of the lepers in Laos living in 

isolation, and for the poor in the Missionaries of Charity clinic in Calcutta. He also follows the political crises in 

Thailand with the revolt of the "Red Shirts" in 2010 and the uprising of the "yellow shirts" in 2014, which ended 

in a military coup d’etat. 

 

In his gallery, the photographer shares some of the most representative images of his work focusing on the 

human race. It was above all the travels and the people of Asia that gave him the desire to capture images of their 

daily life, and to encapsulate the ephemeral emotion, whether it was beautiful or cruel in its purest form, in order 

to share its authenticity. 

 

Patrice Aroca works with the photographic report agency "CIRIC" as well as the web-magazine "Reports without 

Borders" and is currently working on a web-documentary project focusing on the indigenous people of 

Southeast Asia. 

 

 

 

Collaborations 

- CIRIC, Social & Religious Photography Report Agency, Bayard. 

- REPORTAGES SANS FRONTIÈRES, Web-magazine dedicated to photography reports. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prices & Exhibitions  

2016  

- September: « Philartmonya » Exhibition in favor of the Surfrider Foundation - dedicated to the oceans protection 

at the Galerie de Thorigny (Paris-France) 

- October: « Philartmonya » Auction and exhibition in favor of the Surfrider Foundation dedicated to the oceans 

protection at the Showcase (Paris-France) 

 

2015  

-Exhibition of a photography from the « Indian Streetlife » series in the book « The Exposure Awards », and 

photography selected for the projection organized for the winners of the contest in the Louvre Museum – Paris 

(July) 

 

2012  

- Exhibition of a B&W photography of a Muay thaï boxer at the Festival de Photographie Amateur (MAP) in 

Toulouse (France) on the theme of “Water”.   

- Exhibition of a B&W photography of a Muay thaï boxer in the magazine PHOTO, selected for the annual contest 

of the magazine “The most important photo contest worldwide”.   

- Exhibition of a B&W photography on the theme of “Streetlife in South East Asia” in the townhall of Bagatelle 

(Marseille-France) for Euromed Marseille. 

 

2011  

- Price for Best Report in the contest “Wall For Cassis” for a series of photography from the report realized in 

Burma (Myanmar) on Buddhism (2009) (Jury chaired by Yann Arthus-Bertrand & Sylvain Tesson) 

- Exhibition of the series “Sous les Pas” on the harbor of Cassis during the Wall For Cassis Festival.   

- Exhibition of travel photography from South East Asia in the Carlyle’s Derry (Cape Town, South Africa). 

 

2010  

- Exhibition of a series of photography on the theme of Buddhism in South East Asia, in Phnom Penh (Cambodia) 

during the Melon Rouge Photo Fringe Festival. 

 

2009  

- Exhibition “Parfum d’Eveil” (Travel Diary in South East Asia) in the Café b – François Mitterrand Library. (Paris-

France) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Publications 

PRESS: Le PELERIN, La Croix, 20 minutes. 

WEB-MAGAZINES: LIBERATION Voyages, Reportages sans Frontières 

 

Current Projects  

- “Out of Africa: Orang Asli” Web documentary project on Asian primitive tribes of African origin.   

- “Black zone” Photography report on the Karen refugees living in hostile territory in the jungle of the birmano-

Thaï border. 

 

Working Zones  

India, Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, Burma, Malaysia, Indonesia, Republic of Congo D.R.C. 

 

 

 


