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PRESS RELEASE JunE 2016

Exhibition

La liberté 
guidant 
le peuple
(Guiding the People to Freedom)

The interpretation of 
Eugene Delacroix’s work 
by performer and artist 
Huang FengRong

As part of the L’ami américain: Les Français et l’Indépendance amércaine 
(1776-1783) exhibition which is taking place in the Galerie des Affaires 
étrangères de Louis XV (a public library from 1803) from Tuesday 5 July 
to Saturday 8th October 2016, Versailles will be showing La Liberté 
guidant le people, an interpretation of Eugène Delacroix’s work, by the 
performer and artist, Huang FengRong.

Huang FengRong was born in 1977 in Putian, in the province of Fujin, 
in the People’s Republic of China. Having been a keen painter since 
childhood as well as having a sense of adventure, he created his own 
style at the age of 29 which has continued to grow and improve and has 
resulted in an extremely unique and original pictorial art style.

In 2010, he was awarded a prize for the best artistic performance by 
the television programme “I’m On The Spring Festival Gala” which 
aired on a national Chinese broadcaster, CCTV. It was this that gained 
him notoriety. He was then invited to perform by the main Chinese 
national and regional television broadcasters, as well as those in France, 
Germany, Dubai and Hong Kong. FengRong has now done more than 
70 performances.

In 2014, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between France and China, FengRong was invited to the Salon des 
Beaux-Arts and was honoured by the French President.

The painting which is being shown at the L’ami américain: les Français et 
l’Indépendence américaine (1776-1783) exhibition is owned by a private 
collector from Versailles. The artwork will conclude the exhibition and 
also convey the link between the American and French revolutions, as 
previously evoked by Eugène Delacroix.
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Huang FengRong in front of his gallery 1+1 = 3, in 
Shenzhen
© Huang FengRong



Performance (« blind » painting) at the reception organised the 13th of July 2013 for 
Bastille Day by the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) in Shenzhen 
© CCI of France in Shenzhen

Présentation of La liberté guidant le peuple (Guiding the People to Freedom) n°1 at the 
reception organised the 13th of July 2013 for Bastille Day by the French Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (CCI) in Shenzhen © CCI of France in Shenzhen

A history of the painting
13th July 2013 :    Exhibition of the first collage of La Liberté guidant le peuple - created for the  

occasion as part of the reception organised for Bastille Day by the French 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) in Shenzen.

12th December 2013 :  Exhibition as part of the Shenzhen’s international exhibition of Art.

24th March 2014 :    Sale of the first collage of La Liberté guidant le peuple to a French collector in 
Shanghai.

October 2014 :   Creation of the second collage of La Liberté guidant le peuple.

December 2014 :    Travels in France, discovery of Eugène Delacroix’s work. The 50th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations between France and China (1964-2014). FengRong is 
invited to the Salon des Beaux-Arts, under the high patronage of the President of 
the French Republic.

13th July 2015  :    Exhibition of the second collage of La Liberté guidant le peuple in Shenzhen at 
the reception organised by the French Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 
honour of Bastille Day.

About the work
“The expansion and spread of information within contemporary society that happens without us being conscious 
of it and that we don’t have the time to think about and sort through does not let us reflect deeply on anything, we 
are busied by little bits of information. This painting is a collage inspired by the diversity of visual images seen on 
the internet, in magazines, in television adverts and in other visual media: the beauty of style, animals, plants and 
day-to-day needs, randomly placed, in a disordered group, filling the urban architectural landscape, evoking both 
fantasy and the real world.

In the complexity, the glitz, the chaos, the disorder and the search for performance, showing the material desire 
that knows no limit in today’s society, the desire for growth, the alienation and a frustrations with life and the 
anxiety created. With the use of collage, the material which makes up the painting is itself a symbol of a variety 
of content, from the cold colours to the bright representations of style. I wanted to convey a balance between the 
original artwork and its restoration by a multitude of information, the information symbolised in these screens, 
which today are the vehicle of a new revolution: the revolution of information.”

Huang Fengrong
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To mark the 240th anniversary of the signing of the American Independence 
Declaration and the exhibition at the Château of Versailles, the Central Library of 
Versailles is showing the role played by the French in the American Civil War in an 
exhibition called Our American Friend: French people and American independence 
(1776-1783).

Organised by the town library with the support of the French branch of the Sons of 
the American Revolution, the Numismatic Society of France and Patrick Villiers, a 
historian who specialises in maritime history, the exhibition will take place in the 
Marine gallery of the Foreign Affairs office, constructed under Louis XV which 
has been the public library of Versailles since 1803.
The exhibition is taking place in the five rooms which make up the gallery. The first 
room will address French diplomacy at the time, how it worked and the hall where 
the exhibition is held. The exhibition continues in a chronological fashion from 
the war depicted by the prints taken from A collection to prints depicting the events 
of the war which gave America their indpendence (Recueil d’estampes représentant 
des différents événements de la guerre qui a procuré l’indépendance aux États-Unis 
d’Amerique), the first book on the subject of the United States published in France 
in 1784. The following rooms present the main stages of the conflict, the journey 
of the French officers, both known and lesser known, who took taken part in the 
war, as well as the reasons as to why the French intervention was successful for the 
Insurgents (armament, organisation of the navy, officer training, etc.). 

The last room will depict the legacy of the war of Independence through memories 
of people involved, which inspired the French intervention (monuments, 
celebrations, etc.) in France and in the United States. There will also be a children’s 
area with interactive games, cartoons and games).

Size: 400m2

• Commissioned by :  Christophe Thomet, head curator of heritage collections 
at the public library of Versailles.

• Scientific commissioners : French branch of the Sons of the American 
Revolution; Patrick Villiers, Professor Emeritus in modern history at the 
University of the Opal Coast, founder of the research centre of atlantic 
and coastal history and member of the French society of maritime history; 
Numismatic Society of France.

• Principal lenders : The Museum of the Armed forces; the French-American 
Museum of the chateau of Blérancourt; Museum of Chouannerie; Lambinet 
Museum; the Versailles archives; the national archives; French national library; 
French branch of the Sons of the American Revolution; private collectors.

• Scenography : Jérôme Dumoux, www.myartdesign.fr

• Number of works exhibited : 100

EXPOSITION DU MARDI 5 JUILLET AU SAMEDI 8 OCTOBRE 2016
LES FRANÇAIS ET L’INDÉPENDANCE AMÉRICAINE (1775-1783)

BIBLIOTHÈQUE CENTRALE DE VERSAILLES
5 RUE DE L’INDÉPENDANCE AMÉRICAINE 

MARDI, JEUDI, VENDREDI 14H-18H ET MERCREDI, SAMEDI 10H-18H 
ENTRÉE LIBRE
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Exhibition

french people and American independance (1776-1783)
From Tuesday 5th July to Saturday 8th October 2016



ACCESS / HOW TO GET TO THE EXHIBITION :

By train :

• RER C 
To get to the Galerie des Affaires étrangères/Municipal library, make sure to buy two tickets (two-way trip) to 
«Versailles Château Rive Gauche» or a pass (Navigo, Mobilis or Paris Visit) inclding zones 1-4 if you come frome 
Paris. T+ ticket is not valid for this journey.

• SNCF Trains
- Arrive at Versailles Chantiers station from Paris Montparnasse
- Arrive at Versailles Rive Droite station from Paris Saint Lazare

By car : 
A13 motorway, exit « Versailles Centre »

OPENING TIMES AND ADMISSION
From Tuesday to Friday, from 2 :00 PM to 6 :00 PM 
On Saturday, from 10 :00 AM to 6 :00 PM
Closed on Sunday and Monday
Free entrance

DISABLED ACCESS 
People with disabilities have to be accompanied to access to the Galerie des Affaires étrangères/Public library.

ADrESSE :
Galerie des Affaires étrangères/Public library 
Bibliothèque municipale de Versailles
5, rue de l’Indépendance américaine 
78000 Versailles – France  
Tél. : +33 ( 0)1 30 97 28 90 


